
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

  
 
 

 St. Joseph’s St. Edward’s                                                       
Sunday 9.00 a.m. 11.00 a.m.  Doors closed - Fr Brian Mass  
Monday 9.15 a.m.  Doors closed - Fr Brian Mass  
Tuesday  9.15 a.m. Doors closed - Fr Brian Mass  

Private Funeral – John McGuinness R.I.P. 
Wednesday 9.15 a.m.  Doors closed - Fr Brian Mass 
Thursday 7.30 p.m.  Doors closed - Fr Brian Mass of The Lord’s Supper 

Friday 12 noon  
3.00 p.m. 

Doors closed - Fr Brian Stations of the Cross 
Doors closed - Fr Brian Service – The Lord’s Passion 

Saturday 6.15 p.m.  Doors closed - Fr Brian Mass – Easter Vigil 
Sunday 9.00 a.m. 11.00 a.m. Doors closed - Fr Brian Mass – Easter Sunday 

 
 

Holy Week & Easter Masses & Services:   
Fr Brian will celebrate privately. He asks that for at least 5 minutes each day, you join him in prayer. 
Fr Brian’s Sunday sermons will be published via website/facebook & on Holy Thursday & Good Friday. 

Holy Thursday: 7.30pm at St Joseph’s – Mass and washing of feet, followed by watching. 

Good Friday: 12 noon at St Joseph’s - Stations of the Cross / 3pm at St Edward’s - The Lord’s Passion 

Holy Saturday: 6.15pm at St Joseph’s - Easter Vigil 

Easter Sunday: Usual Mass times 9am at St Joseph’s & 11am at St Edward’s 
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 St. Joseph’s Church   St Edward’s Church 
 Bolton Rd    Blackburn Rd 

The Catholic Parish of 
The Sacred Heart, Darwen 

 

 Palm Sunday  Year A                  5th April 2020 

Parish Office     Priest’s Residence 
Church House     St. Joseph’s Presbytery 
370 Blackburn Road    149 Bolton Road 
Darwen , BB3 0AA    Darwen, BB3 2PG 
01254 702525     01254 702026 
 

e-mail: admin@darwencatholic.org.uk  www.darwencatholic.org.uk 
newsletter: news@darwencatholic.org.uk facebook.com/DarwenCatholic 
 

“Blessings on him who comes 
 in the name of the Lord!” 

CORONAVIRUS 
CHURCHES CLOSED UNTIL FURTHER NOTICE   
MASSES & PARISH ACTIVITIES SUSPENDED   

There are links on our website & facebook pages to the 
various notices, letters, health and spiritual guidance from 

 The Government, 
 The Bishops of England & Wales & Salford Diocese: 

http://www.darwencatholic.org.uk/    &  
facebook.com/DarwenCatholic 

THIS SUSPENSION LIFTS THE SUNDAY OBLIGATION  

UNITED IN FAITH 
Parishioners can join in spiritual 

communion and/or watch live streaming 
of Mass via the following link: 

  https://www.churchservices.tv/ 
Fr Brian’s sermons are published with 
the newsletter on our website. Links to 

other resources: 
https://www.dioceseofsalford.org.uk/c

ovid-19-online-resources/ 
We will continue to publish the weekly 

newsletter online & post updates via our 
website & facebook. 

COVID 19 KILLS 
A good friend of Fr Brian’s, from 

Burnley, died from the virus this week 
at the age of 62. A good, kind and 

loving man. The reality of this virus is 
forcefully made clear in the mind of  

Fr Brian. He therefore pleads with you 
to remain patient, safe and distant from 

anyone outside of your home. 

LOCKDOWN 
Each day brings us nearer to 
 Fr Brian’s BEARD SHAVE! 

 

Trinitarian Theology 
The fullest revelation 

of the nature of 
 Jesus Christ  

is through humanity, 
not despite it. 



Mass Intentions: 

 

Lately Dead: Christine Ainscough, Tom Green, Thomas McGuinness, Vincenzo Manta Enzo, Sarah Walsh  
 

Anniversaries & Birthday Anniversaries: Margaret Smith (1st April), & all whose anniversaries are at this time 
 

Other: A sick person, all in need of special intentions 
 

Please pray for Thomas McGuinness, RIP, & his family, who are limited to a private funeral at the Crematorium. 
 

 
 
 
 

 
FOODBANK UPDATE & THANKS TO DARWEN ROTARY CLUB 

Collection and delivery have been made this week. Many thanks for items donated. 
Also thanks to the Rotary Club for a special dontation, specifically UHT milk & wholesale meat. 

As both our Churches are closed, the usual arrangements are suspended.  
Darwen Foodbank currently has enough items for immediate use, but in the coming weeks there will be a need 

for more food. The agreed drop-off points to leave donations of food at present are: 
1. Sainsburys Darwen – donation basket in front of the checkouts near the taxi telphone. 

2. In the garage at St Joseph’s church carpark. 

Please just leave items, which will be sorted with strict hygiene measures for distribution.  
 

Fr Brian’s Lockdown Diet 
Fr Brian has produced vegetable soup which he eats with pasta for lunch. He has not yet had 
TV cameras recording him celebrating Mass, but he does expect a TV crew to film his 
flamboyant cooking practice. His latest creation: “Soupe aux légumes à la Lancashire! 

 
 

BwD Help Hub: Support & guidance for residents 01254 588111 
A local council support network has been launched, for Blackburn & Darwen residents in need while isolating at 
home. The Help Hub can provide a range of support: organising deliveries of food and essential supplies, 
providing information and advice, weekly phone calls to help keep people’s spirits up. If you or anyone needs 
this kind of help, please use the online form available at www.theshuttle.org.uk/coronavirus . 
 

Virtual Library BwD Borrowbox E-books, Audio books & Magazines 
Read e-books/magazines and listen to e-audio free of charge from your computer, smartphone or tablet. 
Download the Borrowbox app to your tablet or smartphone and create a free user account with your library card 
number, 4 digit PIN (usually your year of birth) and email address, to gain access a range of over 20,000 
eBook/magazines and 3500 eAudio book titles. With both fiction and non-fiction, adult, teen and children’s 
books, there’s something for all the family. Library customers can select up to 12 titles (6 eBooks and 6 e-Audio 
books), with each item loaned for a period of 21 days. Once the loan period has expired the item returns itself 
and is no longer available on your device, so there are no fines or charges! Items can be renewed once or 
downloaded again if they have not been reserved by another customer. https://bit.ly/343iOoS 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

     WEEKLY COLLECTIONS ADVICE 
Please do not send collection offerings in now. If you would like to contribute, please save your 
offerings. We will make arrangements via the newsletter when the current restrictions are 
lifted.  200 CLUB The 200 club draw will be suspended until regular services resume.  
We will then carry memberships forward and details will be clarified in due course.  

From The Benedictus: Book of 
Blessings by John O’Donohue
  
 

This is the time to be slow,  
Lie low to the wall 
Until the bitter weather passes. 

 

Try, as best you can, not to let 
The wire brush of doubt 
Scrape from your heart 
All sense of yourself 
And your hesitant light. 

 

If you remain generous, 
Time will come good; 
And you will find your feet 
Again on fresh pastures of promise, 
Where the air will be kind 
And blushed with beginning. 

 

What have you done at home this week? 
Who have you rung?  What have you read? 
Which outstanding jobs have you completed? 
Where did you exercise, walk, run, cycle?  
(In mind or body!) 
When did you pause for prayer?  
Have you said something positive each day? 
Did you enjoy something old or new on TV? 
Have you created anything? 
Will tomorrow be any different from today? 

One Family – Can you help? 
Fr Brian encourages you to pick one family or 
household to find out if there is a need and 
respond to that need if possible. A telephone 
call or message is not infectious. We can take 
care of each other from a distance and there 
are practical ways of helping or reassuring 
without increasing risk.  

 

Are You Working? 
Remember to keep your 
distance and stay safe, 

following all the 
regulations and  
hygiene advice. 

THANK YOU FOR ALL 
YOU ARE DOING! 


