
Wedding feast of Cana 

Contrary to the popular image of Roman Catholic priests I personally do not drink very much alcohol. 

However in the past I have enjoyed boozy celebrations with family and friends. 

As a student I competed with my peers in the consumption of those years. 

So I have enjoyed a glass of wine, a pint of beer. 

Joy  

I have enjoyed 

Indeed I remember once, a fellow student being given a self-righteous lecture about the evils of the 

demon drink. 

His response 

“Did Jesus turn the wine into water, or the water into wine?” 

Water was turned into wine. 

However be careful 

You can drown in water 

Wine can become a demon 

The gifts of God are to be used not abused 

Or degraded into a destructive force 

Used well they are joy, Used badly they are sorrow. 

 

“They have no wine” 

Feel, the disgrace of a family who have invited all, to share this feast with them, and are not capable 

of fulfilling their obligations.  

Where there should be celebration, there could now be recrimination. 

Where there could be pride, now shame. 

A blessing transformed into a curse. 

 

However the presence of Christ Jesus changes the water into wine 

Changes the problem into opportunity 

 

 

 

 



Friday before last I walked more miles than were healthy in the snow. 

Muscles ached 

However the presence of Christ Jesus changes the water into wine 

Changes the problem into opportunity 

 

Even the restrictions of COVID, which imprisoned us in our homes 

This isolation led to new awakenings 

Family’s sharing time 

The presence of Christ Jesus changes the water into wine 

Changes the problem into opportunity 

 

This truth can be quite radical 

Often people fear the rituals of funerals 

The confrontation of harsh realities 

That parting a brief recognition of who and what matters 

The presence of Christ Jesus changes the water into wine 

Changes the problem into opportunity 

 

Be careful 

You can drown in water 

Wine can become a demon 

Yet 

Whatever the materials 

Whatever the situation 

The love of God can transform all 

 

The true dignity of created reality 

Can be seen in the particular situation 

Be that wine at a party 

Snow on a journey 

Or family finally speaking to each other 



 

The Blessed Virgin Mary turned to Jesus and said they have no wine. 

 

Oh Mother of God  

Pray for me 

That what I am 

Be transformed 

 by Christ Jesus  

into joy. 

 

 

 

 

  

 

 

 

 

 


