
“This text is being fulfilled even as you listen” 

“This text is being fulfilled even as you listen” 

If/ you listen/ carefully to the Gospel, you can hear the incredulous congregation before Christ Jesus 

asking 

“Where” 

“This text is being fulfilled even as you listen” 

“Where” 

Inevitably we seek change. Toasting the New Year. Crying out for a new leader of the party. 

Preaching for the proletariat to throw off the chains of oppression, and take control of the means of 

production. 

A deep dissatisfaction with the way things are. Thus there is an anticipation invested in the desire, 

the escape, the fantasy the different. 

The lazy option 

Transformation without personal commitment. Reform without development 

Which can never happen 

All the time the potential for change 

Is here 

“This text is being fulfilled even as you listen” 

I recently had a conversation with a 14 year old student from St Bede’s. He told me of one of the 

girls from our group who was rich. How she had been born with a silver spoon in her mouth. 

I told him that he too, was rich.  

This he discounted thinking I was speaking of spiritual riches, something not of this world. 

Then I told him he had cloths on his back, and a complete set of fresh outfits at home to change into. 

That there was food on his table and no hunger in his stomach. 

That I had lived with people that had none of this, and that he was rich. 

Indeed he had the potential to grow richer if he used the gifts that his free education provided. 

Maybe he preferred to blame the world and remain in his perceived poverty 

The lazy option 

Transformation without personal commitment. Reform without development 

Which can never happen 

All the time the potential for change 

Is here 

“This text is being fulfilled even as you listen” 



Political scandals provide the media with the oxygen of materials to report. 

Not concerned with solution their role merely the messenger 

With this often comes humour 

Those in positions of responsibility ridiculed  

Barriers of self-righteous indignation constructed between us, and them 

But each of you has a vote in our democracy 

Each of you has the potential to join a political party 

Even participate in the pressure for change 

Or maybe you prefer the lazy option 

Transformation without personal commitment. Reform without development 

Which can never happen 

All the time the potential for change 

Is here 

“This text is being fulfilled even as you listen” 

 

Each of us carry’s the emotional scars of past mistakes, the consequences of past abuse. 

Areas of feelings too painful to recognise or explore. 

For some the temptation is to become cold, cutting of contacts that could disturb control 

For others there is the summersault down into chaos, and then in the turmoil, to blame, to 

condemn, to refuse. 

Each one beautiful 

Each one loved 

Each one able to participate, or perhaps you prefer  

The lazy option 

Transformation without personal commitment. Reform without development 

Which can never happen 

All the time the potential for change 

Is here 

“This text is being fulfilled even as you listen” 

 

 



The Spirit of the Lord has been given to me, 

For he has anointed me. 

He has sent me to bring good news to the poor, 

To proclaim liberty to captives 

And to the blind new sight, 

To set prisoners free, to proclaim the Lords year of favour 

“This text is being fulfilled even as you listen” 

 

 

But where  

Here  

the potential is here 

But when 

Now 

Now is always the time 

But how 

By beginning 

Not wishing or wanting, or dreaming 

But by beginning 

here 

Now.  

“This text is being fulfilled even as you listen” 

 

 

 

  

 

 

 

 

 


