
2020 

 

SCRIBES AND PHARASIES blindness 

 

It is interesting to note that although the scribes and Pharisees are often portrayed in 

the Gospel as the enemy, they were never the less dedicated people. 

 

The position that they held in the community and the religion were not given them by 

accident. They earned their status. 

There had been considerable work and sacrifice in their lives. 

 

So there is an element of tragedy to be seen in the fact that they did not recognise who 

it was that was speaking to them. 

 

Perhaps the arrogance of having achieved positions of influence blinded them to the 

lessons of the simple teaching of Jesus. 

 

Perhaps the fear of losing that status would not allow them to accept the humility of 

Jesus.  

 

Or even the love of things past would not free them from the old ways. Indeed 

inspired them to defend them at all costs. 

 

Arrogance; sin is above all deceptive. Stubbornness is dressed up as principle. Greed 

is seen as necessity, or reward. 

 

As Christians we are called upon to be vigilant. To be constantly on our guard against 

al forms of deception. 

 

We are not so different from the Pharisees 

 

 

How many of you have not listened to the simple wisdom of common sense because 

from your position of experience you knew better. 

 

 

How many of you chose not to try something that was new, and condemned it as 

foolishness. When the reason for your choice was fear. 

When you were not prepared to take the risk of looking foolish yourself. 

 

How many of you have not changed a habit of a lifetime. How many have clung on to 

something which has been of value in the past but is now no longer relevant. How 

many have wasted blessings because the memory of the past was more comfortable 

than the challenge of the future.  

 

Jesus stood before the scribes and the Pharisees and they did not recognise him. 

 

What is standing in front of you? 

 

What is staring you in the face that you can not see?  
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