
Easter fifth Glorification 

Christ speaks of love, which is not a romantic notion, or fantasy. But Love which is a lived reality. 

Love in which we are glorified. 

Strangely the glorification of Christ Jesus finds its most observable expression in the crucifixion. Not 

a romantic notion. 

What is glory?      

What is love? 

In what way does the Christian faith understand these much abused words? 

 

For example those who love their work. 

Extremes prove good illustrations. So let us look to the example of the great Lowry. The Salford artist 

still not understood by those southern critics. 

Towards the end of his life this lonely man did sell many of his works. But not at the beginning, as he 

developed his powerful vision. 

Money however does not seem to have been of major interest. Living in the same cold house in 

Pendlebury. 

Still he worked at his art. 

He experimented with colours and abstractions. 

He moved from what was accepted to what challenged. 

He sought to look and see, then express with severe honesty, what he had witnessed. 

He struggled with what he did. 

He loved what he did. 

Then in that love, 

In that act 

He is glorified. 

 

Christ speaks of love, which is not a romantic notion, or fantasy. But Love which is a lived reality. 

Love in which we are glorified. 

The role of the parent is often the role of sacrifice. 

The easy things to sacrifice are whatever money the wage earners gather. Shoes, cornflakes, school 

trips. These are apparent and real. In fact even grandparents often contribute to this ritual. 

Less obvious is often that which is more binding. Parents are asked to sacrifice time. So much so that 

this service becomes the norm, and is thus taken as ordinary, normality. 



A dependency which in itself is dangerous, and leading to the ultimate gift when the parent has to 

let go. 

In the lived love of their children 

In that service  

And in that sacrifice they are glorified. 

 

Christ speaks of love, which is not a romantic notion, or fantasy. But Love which is a lived reality. 

Love in which we are glorified. 

Finally the Christian tradition of love of self. 

A reality which is not possible without a lifetimes search for honesty 

The honesty to recognise and act upon personal faults 

The honesty to recognise and work with personal talents and gifts 

The honesty to recognise the truth of economy, age, health, and humility 

To recognise the beauty 

This is real love 

Then in that naked truth to participate in crucifixion and resurrection 

The challenge of honesty 

In that dangerous honesty is self glorified. 

 

Christ speaks of love, which is not a romantic notion, or fantasy. But Love which is a lived reality. 

Love in which we are glorified. 

Strangely the glorification of Christ Jesus finds its most observable expression in the crucifixion. Not 

a romantic notion. 

What is glory?      

What is love? 

In what way does the Christian faith understand these much abused words? 

 

 

 

 

 

 



 

 

 


