
Foxes Have Holes 

“Once the hand is laid on the plough, no one who looks back is fit for the kingdom of God” 

 

But it should not be like this. I am not sure what I should do. I do not want to be faced with this 

dilemma. 

Once you have begun 

Sir John Betjeman said that it is a good thing that Childhood is at the beginning of our lives when we 

are young and strong. 

Because at the end of our lives we would not be able to endure the process. 

So the child is in a real family. At present perhaps obliged to endure poverty. Blind through 

innocence to most of the consequences of a lack of money. The issue arises of the new set of 

trainers, or the broken phone. Or the black tights that everyone wears with their uniform. 

There is not the cash. 

But it should not be like this. I am not sure what I should do. I do not want to be faced with this 

dilemma. 

Even as a child. Or indeed the child must be taught. 

This is where you are 

It is from this situation that you are called to serve. 

Not just for yourself but for the rest of the family 

Christ calls you  

Not from where you want to be 

Not from where you believe you should be 

But from where you are 

So make the choices that can be made 

And put your hand to the plough. 

 

Then there is the parent of the child with special needs. 

 Indeed all children have special needs 

“Once the hand is laid on the plough, no one who looks back is fit for the kingdom of God” 

 

But it should not be like this. I am not sure what I should do. I do not want to be faced with this 

dilemma. 

 



The parent had perhaps been married in a haze of romance. Believing that this family would be the 

perfect family. 

“Two point four children” 

Girls with fresh smelling, well brushed hair 

Boys with sporting prowess and academic excellence 

Parents who work as team players 

But it should not be like this. The parent is not sure what should done. Frightened and not wanting 

to be faced with this dilemma. 

This is where you are 

It is from this situation that you are called to serve. 

Not just for yourself but for the rest of the family 

Christ calls you  

Not from where you want to be 

Not from where you believe you should be 

But from where you are 

So make the choices that can be made 

And put your hand to the plough. 

 

Old age is so often portrayed as a gentle restful period of wisdom. 

“Once the hand is laid on the plough, no one who looks back is fit for the kingdom of God” 

Old age generally involves a degree of illness. Disability, even pain.  

The children of a past life, are now adults with lives of their own  

And still they are a source of anxiety 

And still the work goes on 

And still the work goes on 

From your faithfulness that family will learn respect and confidence 

From your courage that family will learn determination and purpose 

From your effort your family will see the aspiration of hope 

But it should not be like this. The pensioner is not sure what should done. Frightened and not 

wanting to be faced with this dilemma. 

This is where you are 

It is from this situation that you are called to serve. 



Not just for yourself but for the rest of the family 

Christ calls you  

Not from where you want to be 

Not from where you believe you should be 

But from where you are 

So make the choices that can be made 

And put your hand to the plough. 

 

Strangely 

 there is no turning back 

 anyway 

Neither is there any point in life that you will be free of the challenge 

Foxes have holes and the birds of the air have nests 

But for you, there is nowhere to hide 

Christ calls you 

Christ calls you 

Get up from where you are 

There is work to be done  

Put your hand to the plough. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 


